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St. Joseph's Catholic Church is a fine old.red brick church
which was bullt on a native limestone foundation extending about
four feet azbove the ground,

Most impressive to one approaching the church are the two
identical steeples towering over all the neighboring buildings
and trees. These towers begin as squares and then are quite nicely
transformed into octagons. This transformation is executed very
gracefully by first cutting off the square corners at the clock
level; the next logical step is an octagon roof with egual sides.

Even the interest of the steeple roof is not left to chance,
with its band to strengthen the form and small windows to arouse
curiosity. BAs the eye moves down the towers to the groumd, the
guality of masonry work makes a strong impression. Al details are
carried out in brick, and this adherence to a single building
material creates a design that enables all features to be in perfect
harmony with one another.

The cross-shaped plan is echoed in the gable roof with rose
windows below each gable. 2ll lintels incorporate brick used in a
radial pattern, and the sills are also brick. Further depth and
richness is developed in the structure through the use of pilasters
and simple dentil work below the roof eaves.

T

FL1oNnNygLspNl 238

S NO



INSTRUCTIONS

EE

S

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

™ Pre-Columbion| [0 16th Century ) 18th Century [} 20tk Century
(7] 15th Century ] 17tk Century ER 19th Centuey
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1901
AREAS OF 8IGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginat {1 Education [ Political {3 Urban Planning -
] Prehistaorie ] Engineering [ Religion/Phi. ] Other (Specify)
) Histaric [T] Industey losophy )
1 Agricylture [T} Invention 7] Science
§Z] Architecture {71 Landscape [ Sculpture
] At Architecture ™M Secial/Human-
7] Commerce [ Literature itarian
[ Communications [T Mititery {7 Theater
(M} Conservation ] . Musie 3 Transpt;rto!ion

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

st. Joseph's Parish in Topeka was organized in 1886 by Father
Francis Henry, who was pastor for 46 years until his death in 1932.
5t. Joseph's was a German national parish where all sexvices were
held in the German language. In the early years a two-story brick
building afforded facilities for a church, school rooms, and
pastor's guarters,

Plans for a new church were delivered by the architect
Staudaher of Rock Island, Illineois, on July 1, 1898, Construction
quickly began and the greater portion of the church was built in
1899. The availability of funds determined the amount of work
which was completed each year. Except for the furnishings, it
appears the bullding itself was completed by 190l. The altars
were purchased in 1904, the pipe organ in 1906, and the final’
project was the paving of the street and the frescoing in 1909,

St. Joseph's Catholic Church is an outstanding Kansas example
of a large 19th century brick church building. The arch style
shows Romanesgue influences.




Blaufuss, Very Rev. A. J., "A Brief History of St. Joseph Church, Topeka,
Ransas 1887-1937," Historical Sketches of Parighes and Churches

Within the Diccese, Dioceése of Leavenworth, Book B (1938), pp. 263-276.
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